
One License music licensing platform – 
Hymns A&M the new agent
Through One License, licence holders have access to thousands of congregational hymns, songs, and service 
music from today’s top liturgical music publishers to use in worship aids, service bulletins, and projections to 
inspire congregational singing. The list of Member Publishers is regularly growing,  and includes music from the 
Taizé Community, the Iona Community, and many others exclusive to the One License platform. 
A One License subscription is comprehensive, convenient, and cost-effective. 
Find out much more a www.onelicense.net

&
BY POPULAR demand, Follow the Star returns for 2019 with 12 brand-new R
reflections for the Christmas period! Follow the Star invites you to experience 
the wonder and excitement of the Wise Men’s journey as they travel towards
Jesus. For each of the twelve days of Christmas it includes a reflection, a short 
Bible passage, a simple prayer and a challenge to reflect or act differently.
Available as a single copy 9781781401439 £1.50 - 10 copy 
pack 9781781401446  £12.50 - 50 copy pack 9781781401453 £55.00 

Find out more about the campaign and the booklets online:
www.chpublishing/followthestar  | www.churchofengland.org/christmas
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Many sacred texts come in the form of verse, and poetry has been the 
necessary medium for hymns and for sacred song.  With the support of 
Hymns Ancient & Modern, Lichfield Cathedral is undertaking its first 
mass-participation poetry competition, working directly with schools and 
communities across our diocese to write poems on the themes of ‘awe 
and wonder’ and ‘light in our darkness’.  2019 marks the 50th anniversary 
of the first moon landing and we are using this opportunity to engage 
with people on the important theological questions about creation, 
cosmology and care for the Earth which astronomical discoveries over 
the last 50 years have stimulated.  With this as a guide, people have 
been submitting poems showcasing their creativity and using new and 
exciting poetic forms.

The closing date for entries was October 3rd, National Poetry Day, with 
over 1,000 entries received. Shortlisting is now taking place and winners 
are to be announced in four age categories. On November 28th there will 
be a prize-giving event at the Cathedral as part of our first poetry festival.  
The festival will also feature poetry readings and workshops with well-
known poets, such as Benjamin Zephaniah, Rachel Mann, and Michael 
Symmons Roberts.  Winning and shortlisted poems will also be exhibited 
inside the Cathedral during Advent and Christmas this year.  

Visit our website at www.lichfield-cathedral.org/theword to 
find out more.

Inspiring congregational song

‘The Word’ poetry competition at 
Lichfield Cathedral

Theology has plenty to offer contemporary culture and a deep 
significance for everyday life, and we’re searching once again for 
the most engaging voices to communicate it. Open to anyone 
aged 18-30, Theology Slam is a two-part competition endorsed 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury and judged by some of the top 
theologians and communicators in the Christian world.
   Three finalists will be chosen, and invited to participate in a 
final round, which includes a half-day session with a public-

speaking trainer, followed by delivering a 7-10 minute 
presentation at the Theology Slam Live Final. The final will be 
judged by an esteemed panel, consisting of 2019 Winner 
Hannah Malcolm, Selina Stone, Mark Greene, and Isabelle 
Hamley. The winner will receive a collection of books worth up 
to £250 and have their 500- word entry published in the Church 
Times. Curious? More information here: churchtimes.co.uk/
theology-slam

Inspiring congregational song

in association with the Archbishop’s Council

After Prayer: new sonnets and other poems by Malcom Guite
This major new poetry collection features more than seventy new and previously 
unpublished works. At the heart of this collection is a sequence of twenty seven 
sonnets written in response to George Herbert’s exquisite sonnet ‘Prayer’.  
Canterbury Press | 9781786222107 | £10.99

Revenge of the Flower Arrangers: more Dave Walker cartoons
This seventh collection includes, among other things: The secrets of the cake 
stall / Automation possibilities in the parish church / A ‘How to spot a new 
curate’ bingo card / Alternative uses for mitres – and much more.
Canterbury Press | 9781786222312 | £8.99

In the Bleak Midwinter: Advent and Christmas with Christine Rossetti 
by Rachel Mann
Rossetti’s rich and wondrous faith provides an inspiring seasonal companion. For 
each day from Advent Sunday to the Epiphany, Rachel Mann selects a poem and 
reflects on it, drawing on Rossetti’s many other writings including her devotional 
journals and commentary on biblical narratives.
Canterbury Press | 9781786221629 | £12.99

Shameless: a sexual reformation by Nadia Bolz-Weber
A raw, intimate, and full-blown overhaul of our harmful and antiquated ideas about 
sex, gender, and our bodies.
Canterbury Press | 9781786222435  | £12.99 | Paperback edition out late November 
2019

And don’t forget the Church Times Festival of Faith and Literature 
(featuring Malcolm Guite and Rachel Mann, and many others) returns to Bloxham, 
Oxfordshire in February 2020. Early bird tickets now on sale to 6th December 2019 – 
full programme and details https://bloxhamfaithandliterature.hymnsam.co.uk/

#FollowTheStar Join us for the Church 
of England’s 2019 Christmas campaign.

For a huge range of books, Bibles, Year A resources and stationery – 
visit chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk or call 0845 017 6965.

As the days shorten and nights are colder, what better than a new book (or two)?

W&&&& ub&& lished 
s, &&&&&& passes&&book publishing (including hymnals, of course), periodicals,&&bookselli&& ents, &&and grant-giving. We have lots available in digital formats, &&too. Here&&Find out &&Grant-giving is central to all that we do as a Christian 

charity. All purchases of HA&M products and services 
contribute towards a pool used in charitable giving.

Could you – or someone you know – be the winner of the 2020 Theology Slam?


